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met in the autumn of 1822, it was decided that France should
send an arnry to invade Spain and destroy the newly-granted
constitution. Wellington was Great Britain's envoy, and acting
on Canning's instructions, he declared that Great Britain
utterly refused to be a party to any interference by force.
France therefore acted by herself, sent an army across the
Pyrenees, abolished the Spanish constitution, and restored
the hateful Ferdinand to absolute power. Canning felt most
bitterly the irony of seeing the Spaniards, who had fought so
long beside the British in the Peninsular War, now slaugh-
tered by the brutal Royalist armies at the command of the
King whom Great Britain had helped to restore. When, in
the next year, the restored King of Spain called for a Con-
gress to discuss Spanish America, Canning refused to send
any representative of Britain, nor would he send any repre-
sentative to the proposed conference to discuss Turkey and
Greece. His refusal to take part was the final blow to the
" Congress System " from which Castlereagh had hoped so
much. On Castlereagh's side it represented an effort to
substitute peaceful settlement of difficulties for the miseries
and stupidities of war, but it was an effort which failed. It
broke down because the reactionary Powers tried to trans-
form the meetings into a general *' police system " of inter-
ference in other States and to interpret the co-operation of
the Powers in the interests of peace as a crusade against con-
stitutional government.
Canning could not save Spain, but he could and did save
south her South American colonies.    These colonies refused to
accept Ferdinand.   The King asked France and Russia to
supply him with troops.   Great Britain commanded the sea
and could stop the transport of those armies.    Canning
showed that he would do so when he " recognized " the
independence of the South American republics of Mexico,
Peru, and Chile.   " I called the New World into existence,
to redress the balance of the old," were his famous words.
Now the question of Portugal came to the fore.   There